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ABSTRACT 
This document outlines changes in the Travis County 

jail population following the COVID-19 pandemic. All 
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revision. 

Compiled by: Justice Planning 
August 27, 2020 

 



1 
 

Contents 
Average Daily Population......................................................................................................................... 2 

Bookings and Releases  ............................................................................................................................ 3 

Inmates in Custody Today........................................................................................................................ 4 

Who is in Jail and Why? ........................................................................................................................... 5 

New Standing Order for the Misdemeanor Jail Population ....................................................................... 6 

New Standing Order for the Felony Jail Population .................................................................................. 7 

Attachment 1: County Court at Law Standing Order ................................................................................ 8 

Attachment 2: District Court Standing Order for Personal Bonds ........................................................... 10 

 

Executive Summary: The COVID-19 pandemic has created new and challenging issues for jail 

administrators. Justice Planning produces a daily report that identifies several outcome measures 

related to the jail population such as Average Daily Population (ADP), jail bookings and releases, and 

inmates in custody by charge level and offense type. This is a different report, which provides more 

detailed information regarding the same outcomes, as well as additional outcomes, such as who is in jail 

and why and personal bond release rates. The following outcome measures are included in this report: 

• ADP  

o Month to date (August 1-27, 2020) 

o COVID-19 countermeasure to the end of the current reporting period (March 16-August 

27, 2020) 

o Current reporting period (August 21-August 27, 2020) 

• Jail bookings and releases 

o Month to date (August 1-27, 2020) 

o COVID-19 countermeasure to the end of the current reporting period (March 16-August 

27, 2020) 

o Current reporting period (August 21-August 27, 2020) 

• Inmates in custody today (August 27, 2020) 

o Charge level and offense type 

o Excludes inmates waiting for a hospital bed and SWAP participants 

• Who is in jail and why (August 27, 2020) 

o Inmates with a hold 

o Inmates serving a sentence 

o Pretrial inmates 

• Misdemeanor A/B jail bookings compared with misdemeanor A/B personal bond releases 

• State Jail Felony jail bookings compared with State Jail Felony personal bond releases 

o Jail bookings compared with personal bond releases for the week prior to the standing 

order 

o Weekly bookings compared with personal bond releases for the weeks following the 

standing order 
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Average Daily Population  
  

 

 

SUMMARY1: 

• Month to date, the Average Daily Population (ADP) for has increased +3% from August 1 (1,812) to 

August 27 (1,864).  

• Since the COVID-19 order to the end of the current reporting period, the ADP decreased -12% from 

March 16 (2,119) to August 27 (1,864). 

• For the current reporting period, the ADP increased +1% from August 21 (1,851) to August 27 (1,864). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1 Excludes SWAP participants and individuals waiting for a hospital bed. Pre-Release Parolees are included in this report 
8/27/2020. Source: TCSO Custody Report 

Average Daily Population March 16-August 27, 2020 
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Bookings and Releases   
 

 

 
 

Bookings SUMMARY: 

• Month to date, jail bookings decreased -9% from August 1 (58) to August 27 (53). 

• Since the COVID-19 order to the end of the current reporting period, jail bookings decreased -48% 

from March 16 (102) to August 27 (53).  

• For the current reporting period, jail bookings remained the same from August 21 (53) to August 27 

(53). 

 

 

Releases SUMMARY: 

• Month to date, jail releases increased 59% from August 1 (30) to August 27 (64). 

• Since the COVID-19 order to the end of the current reporting period, jail releases decreased -89% 

from March 16 (121) to August 27 (64). 

• For the current reporting period, releases decreased -17% from August 21 (77) to August 27 (64). 

 

 

 

 

 

Jail Bookings and Releases March 16-August 27, 2020 
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Inmates in Custody Today 
The following inmates are being held in custody today, August 27, 2020. For the purposes of highlighting 

individuals booked for a Travis County charge, the totals do not include inmates waiting for a hospital bed, 

or inmates participating in the SWAP program.  

 

         

 

 

Summary2: 

• There are 1,861 inmates in custody today, August 27, 2020. 

• 92% (1,721) have a felony as their highest charge. 

• 7% (129) have a misdemeanor as their highest charge. 

• 54% (1,003) have a violent charge as their highest charge. 

• 46% (858) have a non-violent charge as their highest charge. 

 
2 Excludes SWAP participants and individuals waiting for a hospital bed. Pre-Release Parolees are included in this report 
8/27/2020. Source: Tiburon 
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Unknown - 2 3 1 - - - - - - - 6

Homicide 10 51 2 - - - - - - - - 63

Sexual Assault - 65 19 1 - - - - - - - 85

Other Sex Offenses - - 24 10 4 - 2 5 - - - 45

Robbery - 92 43 - - - - - - - - 135

Assault - 21 287 228 - 3 48 - - - - 587

Kidnapping - 8 0 2 - - 1 - - - - 11

Burglary - 15 43 2 - 11 6 - - - - 77

Theft - - 1 4 - 16 2 2 - - - 25

Stolen Vehicle - - - - - 25 - - - - - 25

Forgery - - - 2 - - - - - - - 2

Other Property - 7 9 4 - 11 8 3 - - - 42

DWI/DUI - 1 5 93 - 1 1 1 - - - 102

Controlled Substance - 53 57 42 7 7 2 - - - - 168

Other Offenses - 5 11 87 7 7 21 20 - - - 158

Misd C, Violations, Holds - 1 4 7 299 - - - 6 - 1 318

Warrants - - - - 1 - - - - 11 - 12

Total 10 321 508 483 318 81 91 31 6 11 1 1,861
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Who is in Jail and Why? 
There are a variety of reasons why individuals are not released from jail. The following inmates are being 

held in custody of the Travis County Sheriff’s Office today, August 27, 2020. The reasons for being held in 

custody are included below.  

 
 

 

SUMMARY3: 

 

  

 

 
3 Only the highest charge is counted. Source: FACTS 



6 
 

New Standing Order for the Misdemeanor Jail Population 
The Travis County Criminal County Courts at Law Judges have ordered that all persons arrested for 

misdemeanor crimes should be expeditiously released on personal bonds, except for limited instances 

listed in the standing order. The standing order and memorandum are included in Attachment 1 of this 

report. Pretrial Services went live with the standing order on March 6, 2020. The chart below represents 

misdemeanor A/B jail releases and the number of personal bonds granted for those charges.4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 

• The week prior (2/28/20 – 3/5/20) to the live date for the standing order, 63% of defendants received 

personal bonds for misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 2.44 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 60% of defendants received personal bonds for 

misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 2.76. 

• The week after (3/6/20 – 3/12/20) the live date for the standing order, 71% of defendants received 

personal bonds for misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 2.95 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 60% of defendants received personal bons for 

misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 2.81 days. 

• For the current reporting period (8/21/20 – 8/27/20), 62% of defendants received personal bonds for 

misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 3.07 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 66% of defendants received personal bonds for 

misdemeanor A/B charges. The average length of stay was 2.75 days. 

 

 

 

 
4 Data represents the highest charge and only new charges are counted. Source: Tiburon 

 

Misdemeanor A/B Personal Bond Releases 
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New Standing Order for the Felony Jail Population 
The Travis County Criminal District Court Judges have ordered that all persons arrested for felony crimes 

should be expeditiously released on personal bonds, except for limited instances listed in the standing 

order. The standing order and memorandum are included in Attachment 2 of this report. These personal 

bonds are known as Government Ordered (GO) bonds. Pretrial Services went live with the GO bonds on 

March 29, 2020. The chart below represents the number of State Jail Felony jail releases, compared with 

the number of personal bonds granted for State Jail Felony releases.5 6 

 

 

SUMMARY: 

• The week prior (3/22/20 – 3/28/20) to the live date for the standing order, 57% of defendants received 

personal bonds for State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 20.39 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 56% of defendants received personal bonds for 

State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 8.61 days. 

• The week after (3/29/20 – 4/4/20) the live date for the standing order, 58% of defendants received 

personal bonds for State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 21.76 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 67% of defendants received personal bonds for 

State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 4.9 days. 

• For the current reporting period (8/21/20 – 8/27/20), 50% of defendants received personal bonds for 

State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 4.4 days. 

o Within the same time period during 2019, 44% of defendants received personal bonds for 

State Jail Felony charges. The average length of stay was 17.19 days. 

 

 

 

 
5 Data represents highest charge and only new charges are counted. Source: Tiburon 
6 The methodology for this analysis is currently under review by Pretrial Services and is subject to further modification. 

State Jail Felonies Released on Personal Bonds 
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Attachment 1: County Court at Law Standing Order 
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Attachment 2: District Court Standing Order for Personal Bonds 
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